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The Legislature met at 1:04 p.m.

[Hon. D. Compton in the chair]

Matters of Privilege and Recognition of
Guests

Speaker: The hon. Premier.

Hon. D. King: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

Welcome back to my colleagues, all of those
who are joined online to watch the
proceedings today, and those who are
joining us In the public gallery today.
Welcome.

| wanted to begin my remarks today by
congratulating Chair John Gaudet and the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital Foundation for a
wonderful event Saturday. The Yuletide
Gala Auction raised over $360,000 for
equipment for the hospital.

[1:05 p.m.]

A very inspiring part of the evening was
when Michelle Hughes of Cornwall, who is
suffering from cancer, talked about her
experience in Prince Edward Island, and
actually acknowledged what she called her
table of health care heroes: nurses,
physicians, and others who have helped her
along the way. It was a lovely moment. |
want to thank all of those who participated
in the gala and made it another good
success.

An exciting today, not just in PEI with the
Capital Budget coming later today but the
fall fiscal update in Ottawa, as well, which is
expected to be heavily focused on
infrastructure and housing. | look forward to
Minister Freeland’s presentation later today.
Actually, we’ll be heading to Ottawa this
evening for meetings following up the fiscal
update with Minister Fraser, Minister
MacAulay, and Minister LeBlanc. It’s been
successful in the past to get in front of these
ministers in Ottawa as quickly as possible
when funding is becoming available to, what
| would say, work together on joint
initiatives of importance for Canadians and
Irs_llanders. Hopetully, we can be successful
there.
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| also wanted to saK/lthat on Friday last, I had
the honour to join Minister MacAulay and
MP Sean Casey to open the $90 million
MRNA vaccine facility at BioVectra here in
Charlottetown, one of the biggest capital
investments in the history of our province. |
wanted to say congratulations to the staff at
BioVectra and to Oliver Technow, the CEO
who made this all possible. It will be an
incredible add to our growing bioscience
sector in this province.

| also had a chance to talk for a brief
moment to Regis and Joan Duffy, who are
the founders, of course, of Diagnostic
Chemicals, the company which is now
BioVectra. They started in their garage
offering jobs to people that Regis was
training 1n the science sector and it’s
become one of the largest companies in
AhtIaEtic Canada. To Regis and Joan, again,
thanks.

Also, finally, I wanted to say that recently at
a meeting in San Diego, Lynn Murray, a
partner with Key Murray Law, recentl?/
received a fellowship in American College
of Trial Lawyers. It’s one of the most
premier legal organizations in North
America, and Lynn is the first Prince
Edward Islander to receive the fellowship. |
wanted to say congratulations to Lynn and
thank her for her work in Prince Edward
Island and congratulations on this
prestigious honour.

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. H. Perry: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

It’s a pleasure to rise today and welcome
everyone back to our third week here in the
fall sitting. | want to welcome all those who
are watching online, those who are in the
%allery: both Ray MacKinnon and Alan

parks. Thank you for coming back in again
today.

| want to put a shout-out to a lady in the
Tignish area — Tignish North, to be exact —
Judy LeClair, who, over the past as many
years as | can remember, always bakes a
dark fruitcake and she puts it on for different
auctions, whether it be the Palmer Road
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Parish picnic, the Tignish St. Simon & St.
Jude Parish picnic. The one just recently was
the Christmas Hampers in the Tignish area.

It’s very generous of Judy to do that. I mean,
it costs so much now for the cakes. |
ﬁurchased many of them in the past and |

ave to use two hands just to carry them. |
think people like Judy really deserve to get a
lot of recognition for what they do for the
community. It’s small things to them but it
makes a huge different in other people’s
lives. Thanks to Judy and thanks for all of
those who participate in any kind of these
online baking sales and auctions.

| also want to mention, last week, | think |
mentioned about getting your snow tires on.
This morning was another example of being
prepared. Coming in from the west, | hit
certain sections and it was really not nice to
be on the road. | saw some vehicles slide
through intersections. So, get your snow
tires out. I had a few of the health care staff
reach out to me that were working in the
east from the west who were saying, “Where
are the snowplows? Where are the
snowplows?” Anyway, | gave someone in
this room’s number, so they might be
contacting that person sometime today.
[Laughter

On a very serious note, this week, from
November 19" to the 25", is Addictions
Awareness Week. It’s something that I've
been concerned about for a long time,
something that I’ve asked questions on in
this House every day this fall session. More
needs to be done to help those who have
addictions and those who are seekin%
assistance. When they reach out for help, it
needs to be there. We need to do more to
make it easier to access programs and have
seamless transitions throughout.

That will be it for todaK._I just wish
everybody a good week in this session.
We’re back to work.

Thank you.

[1:10 p.m.]

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third
Party.

K. Bernard: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
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Hello to my colleagues and welcome to
everyone joining us in the gallery today.
Hello to our Pages, thank you for being back
today; and anyone tuning in from all over
the Island, in particular those tuning in from
Charlottetown-Victoria Park.

Back in September 1981, four women met
for lunch at the Confederation Centre 1964
Club in Charlottetown. At the time, each one
of them were distressed by an act of sexual
violence that had been brought to their
attention that week. Inspired by that moment
in time, there has been a play. 1t’s called
Provocation. It’s a play that is a grassroots
production paying homage to the women
who, through grit, tenacity, strength, and
resilience, funded the PEI Rape and Sexual
Assault Centre in PEI in 1982.

Provocation is produced by the PEI Rape
and Sexual Assault Centre and will be on
stage at the Guild in Charlottetown, with
performances November 23 and 24" at
7:30 p.m., and November 25" at 2 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. This play is directed and written
by Candace Hagen. The play spans from
1981 to 1997. They do interviews,
submissions from over 20 Island sexual
violence prevention activists, and there are
four fictional characters who weave the
story of how strength, revolution, and
ferocity formed PEI’s first and only rape
crisis centre.

And following off the success of last year,
the Farmers’ Bank of Rustico and Doucet
House Museums have announced the return
of the Meat Pie Festival, the Festival du
paté. The six regional competitions will take
place between November 26" and December
16" across PEI. The first-place regional
winners in the traditional and non-traditional
categories will gather for the grand finale in
Rustico on December 16%. To register,
review contest rules and regulations, or for
more information, you can visit the website:
farmersbank.ca.

| wish everyone a good day.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness.

R. Henderson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.
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| do want to welcome all those who are here
in the gallery as well as watching back home
in the riding of O’Leary-Inverness. I’ve got
a feeling Harvey Collicutt may be tuning in;
he tends to be a regular watcher.

| did want to take the opportunity to remind
the Premier that the Boston Bruins were
very successful on Saturday night against
the Montreal Canadiens, winning 5-2. | just
wanted to acknowledge that.

The other thing | wanted to mention was that
there’s a lot of wet ground out there. We had
a lot of rain on the weekend, especially
Saturday. | know on Sunda¥, | spent some
time just going around my fields trying to
see which way the water was running; trying
to get the water running off the fields for
next year, really. But when you drive down
to Charlottetown, you really see the amount
of corn and soybeans that are still not
harvested in the province.

I don’t know what impact that might have
on crop insurance and our Minister of
Agriculture when it comes to our
?roductlvny in growing crops here, but
armers are under a real lot of challenges
these days with the extreme of the weather
events, and when you get that much rain
during this time of year when things don’t
dry out real quick. I think we’re hoping for
maybe a quick freeze-up, and | hope that
they’ll get those crops in before any
significant amount of snowfall comes.

While I’m talking about agriculture, | do
want to acknowledge once again, more sad
news from O’Leary-Inverness. A particular
constituent of mine, Jimmy MacWilliam,

assed away on the weekend. Jimmy was a
ongtime farmer in our community and a
very avid gardener. | think the last time |
visited him, he was out in the garden and he
wasn’t very well, but he was dedicated to
making sure the weeding got done.

He was also a big advocate for a little
church in our community called the Bethel
Church. It’s an old Methodist church, and
it’s kind of a historic facility and church in
our community. He was always good to
make sure that that be fundraised.

The other thing | wanted to mention about
Jimmy, and certainly passing on sympathies
to his wife Margie and his family — Michael,
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Scott, and Betty are in my district, but there
are some others in other districts as well;
Janet and Crystal, | think for sure, and
Claretta.

But anyhow, Margie was a longtime
returning officer in the Province of PEI. All
mTy_eIecthn times, she was the returning
officer, with the exception of the last
election. I think in her 80s she decided to
retire. She was also the returning officer
during my dad’s time, so that just tells you
how long Margie was quite active as a
returning officer and involved. | always
enjoyed the conversations on the history of
being a returning officer and the funny
stories that happened over the years when it
came to returning officers. Jimmy was
always very supportive of Margie.

| certainly pass on my condolences to the
MacWilliam family during this time of grief.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
[1:15 p.m.]

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Workforce,
Advanced Learning and Population.

Hon. J. Redmond: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

It brings me great pleasure to rise today and
wish everyone in Mermaid-Stratford a great
day, along with our gallery guests and my
colleagues.

| did want to rise today to congratulate my
daughter Emma and her team, U14
Charlottetown-Morley, on the winning of
the Montague ringette tournament. It
certainly was hard work. They showed lots
of resiliency, collaboration, working hard
together, and never giving up. It was an
overtime win, so it was very exciting.

| just want to say congratulations to them
today.

Speaker: The hon. Member from Souris-
Elmira.

R. Croucher: Good afternoon, Madam
Speaker, and good afternoon to everyone
tuning in in District 1 today, especially
Shirley Murphy. Shirley tells me she tunes
in regularly and likes when I get up to speak.
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Good afternoon, Shirley, and | hope you
have a great day.

I’d like to send a big shout-out to the Souris
Lions Club. They are busy gearing up for
their annual Christmas box campaign. Every
year, this organization delivers
approximately 140 boxes to families in
need. It’s incredible both the support from
the community and the work that the Lions
Club does every year to make this campaign
the success that it is.

If anyone would like to donate to the
campaign, they can drop their donations off
to the Souris Credit Union or e-transfer to
sourislions@gmail.com.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education
and Early Years.

Hon. N. Jameson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

It’s certainly a pleasure to rise today.
Welcome back to all of ml)(/ colleagues. I'm
glad you’re all able to make it in despite the

ad roads. And welcome to all those in the
gallery. It’s great to see you.

| know many maybe on your drive in this
morning, Kou may have tuned into CBC and
heard the heartwarming story of a young
boy out of Digby, Nova Scotia: Joey
Connolly. I know some of you are giving me
nods. It sure brought some tears to my eyes.
Joey is neurodiverse, he has autism, and last
year Joey was a victim of bullying. His
parents shared on social media that for his
birthday, he’d love to receive 100 cards.
Well, people all over the world heard the
cry, and Joey received over 1,000 birthdaél
cards, including from many Islanders, an
including one from our very own Premier.

This year for Christmas, Joey, who has been
8lven the title of Joey the Card King, has

ecided to give back. This time, he 1s the
one sending out cards. He has already sent
out 2,700 Christmas cards across the
Maritimes.

| just wanted to thank Joey and his parents
for sharing his love of cards, and for giving
back. What a beautiful example of
community.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Speaker: The hon. Member from New
Haven-Rocky Point.

P. Bevan-Baker: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker. Welcome back, everybody,
to the third week of deliberations here in the
Legislature, and to the folks in the gallery,
nice to see you again.

I sEent part of the morning at Bluefield High
School, where they had Career Day today.
It’s always a really inspiring day in the
school’s calendar. I met with a number of
students, grades 10, 11, and 12, and the

uality of the debate and the questions that
they asked was — as they always do, they

ive me hope for the future. It was a really
ovely event. | want to thank Tammi-Jo
Auld, who was the coordinator of that, but
of course the whole staff of the school was
involved in making sure that that ran as
smoothly and effectively as it did this
morning. Thanks to everybody at Bluefield
High School for making Career Day such a
great success.

| want to make particular note of the music
teacher there, Kirsten MacLaine, who has
recently moved to Bluefield High School
just a couple of years ago, and the craft fair
on the weekend, Friday and Saturday, was
primarily a fundraiser for the music program
there, and it was a huge success. They
always get good crowds, and this year was
no different. Congratulations to Kirsten, and
again, thanks to everybody at Bluefield High
School for welcoming me as they did, and
for the great program today.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from Rustico-
Emerald.

B. Trivers: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| wanted to rise today and of course say
hello to everyone watching from District 18
Rustico-Emerald. | wanted to bring
condolences to the family of Rev. Barbara
Wagner, especially her son, K¥Ie. She
passed away on November 17%, and in fact,
| think her wake is happening this afternoon
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while we’re sitting in the Legislature, and
the funeral is tomorrow.

[1:20 p.m.]

Rev. Barb was a friend and a mentor of mine
when she was at Central Queens United
Church. She had a love of music and a way
of drawing everybody in to be part of the
community and make sure they took part.
She will be sorely missed. She has struggled
the last few years, so she has gone on to a
better place.

Also, the Rustico ringette team lost in the
championship to a sharp-elbowed Emma
Redmond, | think, and her team there.
[Laughter] They put up a great fight. I think
they better watch out. I think they’re going
to get them next tournament because they’re
a great team.

| also stopped by the Christmas Craft Fair at
Bluefield High School. It was a great
Christmas Craft Fair, but it just brought joy
to my heart to see the band members smﬂlng
almost during the entire craft fair. | got there
around three In the afternoon on Saturday
and they had been literally singing
Christmas songs with drums and guitars and
harmonies since 10 a.m. They were taking
requests. It was incredible. Of course, my
daughter Annika was one of those up there
singing and having fun.

Kudos to Kirsten MacLaine and what she
has done with the band program there and
the people that she has inspired to do that.
Her popular music program, as well, is
really important.

| also want to give a shout-out to all those
folks at Career Day. | know Annika was
extremely excited. I’m not sure if maybe she
went to the Member from New Haven-
Rocky Point’s session or not.

Anyhow, thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-West Royalty.

G. McNeilly: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
| just want to say hello to everybody

watching from District 14 Charlottetown-
West Royalty. | want to say hello to Ray
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MacKinnon and Al Sparks in the gallery.
Thank you for coming by today.

I’m going to talk a little bit more about it;
I’m going to bring a piece of legislation
forward that talks a little bit about global
history. This week, too, is Canadian History
Week from November 19" to 25", This
year’s theme is the History of Black
Achievement in Canada. It encourages
Canadians to reflect upon and engage with
Canada’s past. I just went through, and I just

icked out four different things about our

lack history in Prince Edward Island. We
have some famous Black Islanders:

George “Old Chocolate” Godfrey, first
American World Coloured Heavyweight
Champion;

George “Budge” Byers fought in two weight
classes and became the World Coloured
Heavyweight Champion;

The West End Rangers team — some of us
might remember them, they were from a
long time ago — became part of the Coloured
Hockey League of the Maritimes.

Maritimes-speaking, we have Willie O’Ree.
He’s from Fredericton, New Brunswick, and
he was the first Black player in the National
Hockey League; the first NHL player to
receive the Congressional Gold Medal, the
U.S. Congress’ highest honour. He’s on a
postage stamp. | think he played for the
Boston Bruins. It’s a great day.

Thank you.
[Applause]

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Summerside-Wilmot.

T. DesRoches: | rise today to talk a little bit
about an event that | attended on the
weekend. My colleagues from Summerside
and | had the opportunity to attend a great
event. The International Children’s
Memorial Place held their fundraising
auction and dinner. We heard a heart-
wrenching story about one family’s loss and
how they deal with it and continue to deal
with it. That’s the theme every year of this
auction and dinner. They have someone
come up and speak about a loss of a child. It
was a heart-wrenching story.
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They had a big, big showing. Over 300
people bought seats for it. They had some
great volunteers: Sharon, Bernard, Dave,
Myra and Bill. There’s a whole slew of them
out there who do a lot of work for this, and
it’sa %reat event. | can say that I had to pull
out a little early and | thought | gu_t a pretty
healthy bid on probably about 15 items, but
| got the phone call the next day and only
won one. That was good to hear; that meant
that they raised lots.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Statements by Members

Speaker: The hon. Member for O’Leary-
Inverness.

Challenges for Small Rural Businesses

R. Henderson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Rural PEI is seeing small businesses reticent
of even considering rural communities to
operate because development has become so
difficult and housing so scarce. This

overnment lacks the vision on the file, and
they are killing small rural communities,
plain and simple.

This past weekend, | had a local constituent
tell me he wanted to purchase a local small
business, but because the commercial
purchase of land was three acres, a petition
to the Island Regulatory Appeals
Commission was required. It turns out the
erson ?urchasmg the property has personal
and holdings, between he and his wife,
accumulating a total of three acres, now
ﬁuttl_ng them at six acres of aggregate land
oldings.

[1:25 p.m.]

IRAC is holding back the establishment of a
small business because a husband and
partner have land holdings equaling six
acres? Let that sink in for a while. This is
not a foreign purchase. This is not someone
who just moved to PEI within the last six
months. This is not shore frontage. This is a
neighbour selling a business to another
neighbour in a rural community.

Now, you might say, what’s the big deal?
No big deal. It’s only some paperwork
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reriuired to be submitted by a lawyer that
only takes a short while. What does that
actually mean to a new entrepreneur, going
to IRAC? This constituent had to negotiate
the terms of sale — that’s obvious — was
approved for financinlg with CBDC West
Prince Ventures, and left his current job last
month to work on opening his mechanical
repair business.

After all that, the financer will not release
the money for the purchase until IRAC has
approved the land transaction. IRAC has
informed him that they won’t be meeting
until December 15™, so he cannot
commence opening the business for at least
another month; no income, more lawyer
fees. An honest Islander looking to provide
jobs in a rural community and has no
income for the foreseeable future. He is
waiting on a broken, misintended system.
Does any of this make sense?

It could only be worse if he wanted to
actually build a piece on this existing
structure. He would then be held up again as
he likely can’t apply for a building permit
until he owns the land, meaning another
likely — certainly, in my ridinlg — six months
before a building permit would be granted.

| ask this Legislature: Why would anyone
want to build or buy in a rural community
under this government when the red tape ties
you simply Uﬁ in knots to the extreme
purchase of three acres by a local constituent
from another? This government is killing
rural communities, decision after decision.
This Premier seems to have lost his way on
common sense in trying to please everyone
yet satisfies no one.

When will common sense ever prevail and
guide decision-making under this
government?

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-Belvedere.

Faye Doucette — Belvedere Funeral Home
S. Dillon: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

I’m pleased to rise today to recognize Faye
Doucette and the wonderful care and support

offered by Belvedere Funeral Home. Faye
Doucette is a founding partner of Belvedere
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Funeral Home. She has owned and operated
this business for 30 years.

Faye is a licensed embalmer, funeral
director, and certified crematory operator
and has served as past president of the
Funeral Association of Canada, past
president of the PEI Funeral Directors and
Embalmers Association, and general chair
and director of the Atlantic Provinces
Funeral Directors and Service Convention.
She is a charter member of the Rotary Club
of Stratford and an active member of St.
Pius X Church.

The experienced professionals at Belvedere
help support people during difficult times by
offering a range of personalized services for
families to help plan a lasting tribute. It is a
space to join with family and friends in
grief, to honour their loved ones.

This Sunday, November 26" from 2 p.m. to
4 p.m. at the Belvedere Funeral Home, there
will be an open house for all to attend and
celebrate Faye’s retirement.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-Winsloe.

2023 PEI Curling Hall of Fame and
Museum Inductees

Z. Bell: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

It’s a pleasure to rise today to recognize the
recent 2023 PEI Curling Hall of Fame and
Museum inductees. The 15" PEI Curling
Hall of Fame and Museum induction
ceremony was recently held in Cornwall.
The inductees were the Suzanne Gaudet
junior team, the 2001 World Junior
Champions; as well as curler/builder Arleen
Harris and curlers Sean Ledgerwood and
Janice MacCallum.

The 2001 world champion team consisted of
skip Suzanne Birt, third Stefanie Clark,
second Robyn MacPhee, lead Kelly Steele,
alternate Carol Whitaker, and coach Paul
Power, who were among the inductees.

I’d like to specifically recognize two of my
constituents: my neighbour, Suzanne
(Gaudet) Birt, and Stefanie (Richard) Clark.
Suzanne Gaudet won five consecutive PEI
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Junior Women’s Curling titles which started
in ‘98 and finished in 2002. In addition, they
also won two Canadian Junior Women’s
titles, a World Junior Women’s
Championship, and also a World Junior
bronze title.

In the 2001 gold medal game at the
Canadian Championship, Team Gaudet
defeated Saskatchewan. Team Gaudet then
proceeded to win the World Junior
Women’s Curling Championship in Utah.
Stefanie Richard was awarded the
sportsmanship award at this tournament.

| do want to just personally congratulate all
of the inductees on this prestigious honour.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
[1:30 p.m.]

Responses to Questions Taken as Notice

Speaker: The hon. Minister of
Transportation and Infrastructure.

Hon. E. Hudson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

On Friday, November 17", the Member
from O’Leary-Inverness requested
information on sand procured by the
Department of Transportation and
Infrastructure. After an open and
competitive tender process, sand contracts
are awarded to successful bidders on an
annual basis.

The company referred to in the member’s

uestions is one of nine contractors across
the P_rovmce that were successful in the
public tender process between 2019-2020
through to 2023-2024. Over that time
period, the contractor has supplied an
average of 19 percent of sand to the
department in the past five years, and this
year’s supply is already completely under
contract.

Thank you.

Questions by Members

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.
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Hon. H. Perry: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

A question for the Premier. In the Speech
from the Throne delivered only six months
ago, the government said a centralized site
with wraparound services would be created
for homeless people.

Providing supports for unique challenges

Question to the Premier: Where is the
government planning to build this
wraparound site?

Speaker: The hon. Premier.

Hon. D. King: Well, | think, Madam
Speaker, we’ve talked about this for two
straight weeks now in this Legislature. Our
plan is to try to relocate the services on a
temporary basis to Park Street from Euston
Street because we all agree that Euston
Street is outgrown and is the wrong place for
these facilities.

Then we’re going to embark on a process
with the City, the Province, some of our
NGOs, and some interested and engaged
citizens to come up with a long-term plan
for these services which are sadly needed in
our province, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. H. Perry: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

The speech also says that a centralized site
for homeless people will also serve people
with mental health and addiction problems.

Will the Premier please explain why his
ﬂovernment believes that people with mental

ealth, addictions, and homelessness
challenges should be all pushed together into
one centralized site?

Speaker: The hon. Premier.

Hon. D. King: Well, Madam Speaker, |
think there is a lot of connectivity between
those who suffer from addictions, who also
suffer from mental health challenges, and
have challenges with homelessness.
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I think it’s something that I believe every
jurisdiction knows there’s a connectivity
component to that, but I do think our process
will need to include how we can best serve
everybody. Whether or not that needs to be
at one specific location, or it can be shared
throughout communities or throughout our
Erovince, I think that’s something that will
e part of our long-term plan as well.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. H. Perry: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

Unfortunately, this idea of a centralized site
is a major flaw in this do-nothing
government’s plan. Rather than treat people
with sensitivity and nuance, there seems to
be some sort of plan to force dozens of
people facing significant challenges into one
single place.

My question for the Premier: Can your
government not understand that it 1s deeply
unfair to expose people with unique issues
to all the challenges that government
appears incapable of addressing?

Speaker: The hon. Premier.

Hon. D. King: Well, Madam Speaker, |
don’t quite understand the question, to be
honest.

| think that government realizes that we
need to try to do the very best we can to help
all of those Islanders who are in need of
services, be they from addictions, mental
health challenges, homelessness, and the
variety of other societal challenges that we
face. That’s what we’re trying to do. That’s
what we’ll continue to do.

Again, as | said last week, I will not take the
approach from the Leader of the Opposition
and close the services and do nothing. That’s
not what we’re planning to do. We’re trying
to do the best we can to work with our
partners to provide these necessary services
In our province.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.
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Hon. H. Perry: Madam Speaker, that’s
exactly the point. He doesn’t understand.

This Premier does not understand that you
can’t put all of these needs in one spot. You
can’t have people who are trying to seek
hegq for addiction recovery, or get off
addictions, into a site where people are
using.

I know of an individual who presently is
recovering. Recently, that person
experienced a brief period of homelessness.
They told me that they simply cannot
recover if their temporary shelter is right
beside an area where drugs may be used.

[1:35p.m.]

So, what does the Premier say to that
person? How can he possibly claim to care
about vulnerable people when his
government appears to have zero
understanding of the individual challenges
that people face?

Speaker: The hon. Premier.

Hon. D. King: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

To be clear, | understand the issue. I didn’t
understand the question because it seems to
me in mid-stream, he’s trying to change his
approach. After thumping the table for two
weeks to close Euston Street, now he’s
trying to appeal to others to say we have to
look after people, which is what our
government has been saying from the very
beginning, that we can’t not offer these
services to individuals. We have to offer
these services.

We obviously need to do a much better job,
but we have so many wonderful NGOs and
government officials who are working hard
and doing a good job providing services.
There are gaps in services that we need to
provide. We’re working to address those,
but the option isn’t to close it and to do
nothing, which this member and his party
have been lobbying for since the beginning
of the session.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. H. Perry: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.
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I’ll say it again. I’ve said it I don’t know
many times in this House. What | suggested
was that they close the current centre as it
operates currently, and in tandem, put civil
servants in place who have counselling
abilities, nursing, doctors, those who have
an understanding of addictions, those who
have experience in homelessness and know
how to address those issues, employment
issues, get those in place right away and
then hit the restart button and start over
again. This time, serve all those individuals
who are in need as o(saﬁpseq to just grouping
thero? all together and kicking it down the
road.

Actually, you know what? I’'m going to go
back and ask the Premier the question that
he says he doesn’t understand.

Can your government not understand that it
is deeply unfair to expose people with
unique issues to all the challenges that
government appears incapable of
addressing?

Speaker: The hon. Premier.

Hon. D. King: Well, it’s interesting to hear
the nuanced words now of the Leader of the
Opposition after thumping the table for two
weeks saying close it, close it, close it, much
to the chagrin of the person sitting next to
him from Charlottetown-West Royalty, who
has lobbied hard for these individuals. He
doesn’t want to close it. He knows that’s not
the right thing to do.

We’re working with Islanders and Island
organizations to provide these services
because we need to provide them. You don’t
need to nuance your words; you need to
understand the science, work with the
professionals, and do the work that needs to
be done, and not sit there, “Please,” and beg
tﬂe government to do nothing. We won’t do
that.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. H. Perry: First of all, Madam

Speaker, we don’t have to beg and plead this

government to do nothing. They do that all
y themselves.

I don’t know why this Premier, instead of
addressing the issue and trying to solve the
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issue, he keeps trying to spin it and put it
back on others. Again, it’s a say anything,
do nothing, blame others kind of
government.

We had said to close it as it currently
operates. How fair is it for someone who is
seeking help with addictions to walk into a
centre where this government knew that
there was open drug use in it? That’s not
right. That’s not an understanding. That’s
not helpful.

My question today is now to the Minister of
Justice: Last week, the minister was asked
whether the decision to allow illegal drug
use at a site close to two schools was illegal.
He said no, and it’s in the Hansard.

Open drug use at outreach centre
(further)

My question for the Minister of Justice:
Given the facts that the minister said the
decision was illegal, was this a crime?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice,
Public Safety and Attorney General.

Hon. B. Thompson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

As the member across brings this forward
every time, | tell him that | do not direct the
Charlottetown police on what charges they
lay. That is up to the Charlottetown police.
They do a fine job. They’re dealing with this
difficult situation that they are faced with.
They’re doing their job. I don’t tell them
how to do their job. We’ll continue to
support our police.

Thank you.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. H. Perry: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

He is the Attorney General, Minister of
Justice, minister responsible for law
enforcement here on Prince Edward Island.
On Friday, he said that it was illegal to
openly use drugs on public property.

Now I’'m going to ask him the same question
again: Was this a crime?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice,
Public Safety and Attorney General.

Hon. B. Thompson: Madam Speaker, | do
not tell the Charlottetown police how to
direct their services. The Charlottetown
police are quite able to handle their policing
and | support them in every measure that
they take.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

[1:40 p.m.]

Hon. H. Perry: Madam Speaker, I didn’t
ask a lawyer on Friday if it was legal or not.
I asked the minister responsible. Today, I’'m
asking him again. I’m not asking
Charlottetown police, I’'m asking him.

As Minister of Justice here on Prince
Edward Island, was this a crime?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice,
Public Safety and Attorney General.

Hon. B. Thompson: Madam Speaker, |
answered this question several times.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. H. Perry: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

So, he refuses to answer that question. Just
last week, the Minister of Justice told the
House that he knew nothing about the policy
to allow open drug use at the outreach centre
in Charlottetown. Then he also told the
House that this policy was not legal. How
can you know nothing about a policy, but
also know that it is or isn’t legal?

My question is to the Minister of Justice,
Public Safety and Attorney General: When
were you informed of the policy to allow
open drug use, or open use of illegal drugs,
at the outreach centre in Charlottetown?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice,
Public Safety and Attorney General.
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Hon. B. Thompson: Madam Speaker, we
support the Charlottetown Police Services.
They have the discretion to lay charges
when they feel to lay charges.

This is a difficult situation where we have to
support everyone involved here. We’re not
here to put all our people with addictions in
prison. That’s not the role of — I don’t think
anyone wants to see that. We want to get to
the core of the problem with trafficking
these drugs that are tearing apart our
communities. That’s where the heart of the
problem is and that’s where we want to stay
focused.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. H. Perry: Obviously, he doesn’t care
about open drug use. That’s quite obvious
from that response.

Question for the Minister of Health: Mental
health services often go hand in hand with
addictions, yet this do-nothing government
seems to not really grasp that reality.
Services are hard to access, and people
suffer as the do-nothing government
gonit(inues to make excuses and pass the
uck.

Access to addiction supports (further)

Minister, what is the average wait time for
someone seeking assistance at the Mount
Herbert detox centre?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, and | thank the member for the
question.

Obviously, mental health supports are very
important to support that community when
they need it. We understand that there are
challenges with accessing some services at
certain times, but it’s very important to our
government. I think we’ve made a lot of
Investments in mental health since we
started. We have those supports in place, so
we’ll continue to do so.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
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Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. H. Perry: Madam Speaker, there’s a
clear lack of resources in our emergency
departments, in our detox facility, In
providing access to mental health care.

My question is to the minister: What length
of time does the minister consider
acceptable to wait to access detox services?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I would also point out, again, we put in the
opioid replacement therapy program that’s
helped hundreds of Islanders to move from
addictions to that. We do have the inpatient
and outpatient withdrawal management
programs, and we do have priority for those
under 18 and those over 65 to many of our
services.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. H. Perry: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I would ask that question again, but we have
to move on. I’m really disappointed that this
minister cannot answer these questions that
are very, very important, not only to people
who are seeking these services, but to the
families who have to put their heads on the
pillow at night, keep one eye open, and just
wait for that knock on the door. People need
services and they need them now. This
minister should be up on this file.

We all know this government doesn’t bother
to plan for any and all possibilities, as we
saw with their mishandling of the outreach
centre. They prefer the tried-and-true
method of hiding behind others and denying
responsibility for their own failures. This
do-nothinlg Minister of Health seems

articularly partial to the fingers-crossed

ackup plan for dealing with the mental
health and addiction crisis that is gripping
our province.
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Health care capacity challenges (further)

Question to the Minister of Health: How
many patients experiencing a mental health
or addictions emergency are turned awa
from the Mount Herbert facility and both of
the emergency departments due to the lack
of resources?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Again, | would disagree with that comment.
The emergency short-stay unit at the
hospital will be opening next month. That’s
going to be a very valuable tool for
especially those in crisis. I’ve toured the
facility. It’s going to be very helpful for
those who are having a crisis situation.
Again, that has been one of our responses to
the mental health crisis on PEI.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. H. Perry: Thanks, Madam Speaker.

He totally ignored the question. It was: How
many patients experiencing a mental health
or addictions emergency are turned away
from the Mount Herbert facility or the two
ERs here on Prince Edward Island that are
open?

[1:45 p.m.]

We know this government is getting a
failing grade from Islanders; a failing grade
when it comes to providing timely access to
mental health and addictions sugports. We
know that instead of doing anything tangible
to address all these barriers, this do-nothing
minister prefers to stick his head in the sand.

Question to the minister: Do you collect data
on the number of patients required to use
emergency services as a stopgap for mental
health and addiction challenges here on
Prince Edward Island?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.
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Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Again, if we want to reference somebody
sticking their head in the sand, | would
encourage the Leader of the Opposition to
actually visit the outreach centre and
actually...

[Interjections]
Speaker: Members.

Hon. M. McLane: ...and actually talk to
those staff that provide a valuable service to
them. These are Ipeople who support those
vulnerable populations, so we appreciate
them, and we continue to support them when
they do their good work.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-West Royalty.

G. McNeilly: Talk about places that you
shouldn’t visit, Minister of Health, you
shouldn’t visit the emergency room right
now because there were 76 people in the
emergency department last night at the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital.

Furthermore, the vast majority of those in
the waiting room were there for more than
10 hours.

Health care capacity challenges (further)

A question to the Minister of Health: What
is the impact of the doctor shortage on
em_ergen(?/ rooms, and what is the minister
doing to deal with this growing tragic
problem?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

We understand the challenge with staffing
some of our facilities. We know it’s across
Canada, our 1Physician shortage. We’ve
made a lot of changes; again, | want to
applaud the College of Physicians and
Surgeons to open the door to US-trained
phy?(ijcians and also six other countries in the
world.
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That won’t happen overnight that we’ll see
that, but that’s a major barrier, especially to
our internationally trained medical students.
We need more physicians and we’re moving
in the right direction. Obviously, it’s not fast
enough, but we will continue to recruit
physicians on Prince Edward Island.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-West Royalty.

G. McNeilly: Just a general question to
anybody over there.

Housing for health care workers

If you had a province and we recruited, out
of province, 31 people in Dubai and they’re
supposed to come and stay and practice
here, which minister over there Is
responsible for finding them housing? Will
you please stand up?

Speaker: Hon. member, could you direct
your question to one of the members?

Hon. M. McLane: I've got it, Madam
Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

We understand that to support these new
health care workers is important in PEI. |
think I’ve mentioned it in the House before;
we did put out an expression of interest to
our tourism partners for short-term housing
in order to begin that process. So, we’ve
done that, anc% we’ve had some really good,
strong inquiries. That will start them on their
path to becoming an Islander and
contributing to our health care system.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-West Royalty.

G. McNeilly: So, we recruit people to come
to our great province — full-time permanent,
because we need them here for a very long
time — and we provide them a short-term
solution? You talked about it before. What is
plan B, minister?
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Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

It sounds like the member doesn’t want us to
recruit health care workers to PEI. I’'m
confused here.

Aﬂain, we understand the challenges with
other services with regards to housing within
our province, but let’s recruit them. We’re
doing some short-term solutions and we’re
confident that the housing stock will
improve. We value these people that are
going to contribute to our health care
workers, so we’re not doing the same thing
and expecting different results like you guys
did for 13 years.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness.

R. Henderson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

We all know PELI’s health care crisis
continues to alarm Islanders as we see
proposals for ambulatory care
consolidations, we see hospitals
overflowing, the beds; we also see ERs are
overflowing.

This government promised Island nurses
graduating that they would get an $8,000
incentive bonus if they signed a return of
service agreement for 3,900 hours. If they
accept a position in rural PEI, those nurses
receive an additional $5,000, totaling
$13,000.

Nursing Recruitment Incentive Program

Question to the Minister of Health: How
many graduate nurses have applied to the
graduate Nursing Recruitment Incentive

rogram since it was announced earlier this
year?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.
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I don’t have those numbers right off hand,
but it is an effective program so that we can

try to encourage staffing at our rural

facilities. We try to compensate those nurses

who choose to work in those facilities. We

%:an look at those numbers, | guess, in the
uture.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness.

R. Henderson: Madam Speaker, | would
assume that this would actually be one of the
more positive programs that this government
has announced, and I’m rather surprised that
he wouldn’t have those numbers to spew out
in the Legislature here.

[1:50 p.m.]

The reality is nurses have decided to join on
to this particular program, they’ve signed
the paperwork, and they are working
towards their 3,900 hours.

Question to the Minister of Health: How
many nurses who have signed on have
actually received their bonus? Have they
actually received their money?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

| am aware of this issue. It is —
[Interjections]

Hon. M. McLane: Itis, and I have
instructed Health PEI and actually the
Nurses’ Union to fix this darn problem
because it is a pain. I’ve gotten a lot of
emails on this.

I don’t want to point the finger at anybody,
but | would say with both organizations,
with collective agreements and MOUs, it is
complex. It’s unfortunate. I’ve gotten emails
on it and I’ve been very forceful about
asking them to solve this problem.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
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Speaker: The hon. Member for O’Leary-
Inverness.

R. Henderson: Once again, Madam
Speaker, this government; the horse is out of
the barn again and they’re trying to figure
out a way to put it back in.

When a government makes an
announcement and makes a promise to these
people out there that we need badly, we
need to figure out how we can deliver on the
promise. I, too, am getting calls, yet the
minister has no idea how manP/ people
actually applied to the particular program,
but he’s getting calls. I’'m getting calls that
people are not able to get this money and
they’re working hard to do that and they’re
expecting It.

Maybe the minister could shed some light as
to why these people are not getting this
money in a little more detail than what he
just mentioned.

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Again, I don’t want to point fingers. It’s
actually with the employer and the union.
It’s important that they follow the process. |
don’t think I can explain the Nurses’ Union
contract as well in tﬁe Legislature, but it’s
important that we follow those rules.

But I would agree with the member that it’s
frustrating. | have four emails, for sure, that
I can recall about this. I’ve asked them to fix
this darn problem as fast as possible.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third
Party.

K. Bernard: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

As we all know in here, we are in a housing
crisis and have been for quite some time. A
CBC article from Friday states, “Last week,
Health PEI sent a letter to the Island’s
tourism and landlord associations putting
out feelers for possible accommodations
across the province.”
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Last week?
Housing for health care workers (further)

Question to the Minister of Health: With all
due respect, did it not occur to you that

\I/_vhegl people move here, they need a place to
ive’

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Obviously, those employees have not
arrived on Prince Edward Island. |
appreciate the need to address that. We put
out that expression of interest. If we did it
during the summer, our tourism operators
are pretty darn busy. | think this was a great
timing for them to look at some short-term
opportunities for our new internationally
educated nurses.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third
Party.

K. Bernard: They are pretty darn busy, but
Euess what? They plan ahead. They would

now if they had spaces or not and they
could have planned accordingly.

Another quote: “Health PEI is looking for
short- and long-term housing for the couple
dozen internationally trained nurses coming
from Dubai this winter. Thatézlroup is part of
the 200 internationally trained nurses Health
PEI is aiming to recruit in the next year.”

Question to the Minister of Housing: Please
tell me that your government is not as siloed
as it looks? Do you have housing for these
hundreds of workers?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing,
Land and Communities.

Hon. R. Lantz: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I’1l take that question because we’re bein
accused of havin% silos. I would just say that
the issue of workforce housing is often
worked on in my department. As early as
last spring and over the summer, | know that
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staff in my department have had
conversations with people in the community,
tourism providers or other opportunities
where we might use for temporary
workforce housing.

This is not something entirely new as
reported. We are working. We do know that
we have an influx of health care workers
coming into the community. Yes, my
department is involved in trying to procure
some temporary space to accommodate
some of those people that we expect to be
coming into the province and helping us
with some of our health care issues.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third
Party, your second supplementary.

K. Bernard: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Minister of Health and Wellness is
recruiting off-Island health care workers that
we desperately need, but it appears that he
and his colleagues have forgotten that these
workers are people who need basic services
like housing.

Population strategy

Question to the Minister of Workforce,
Advanced Learning and Population: Your
refusal to create a population strategy
hinders Islanders’ access to health care.
When will you finally create a full,
comprehensive population strategy? This is
a prime example of why we need one.

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Workforce,
Advanced Learning and Population.

Hon. J. Redmond: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, and thank you to the member for
the question.

[1:55 p.m.]

These are not quick fixes. We know there
are pressures. We know there are
opportunities with growth. We have an
aging population. We have an aging
workforce. We are going to respond to this
growth opportunity.

We do need to work together. We’re
collaborating with our departments. We’re
collaborating with community partners. This
impact is Island-wide, and we certainly
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know that investing in this type of
framework is investing in our workforce,
which is investing in PEI.

Thank you.

Speaker: The hon. Member from New
aven-Rocky Point.

P. Bevan-Baker: Thank you so much,
Madam Speaker.

When Islanders were first promised
province-wide midwifery services by this
government, it was 2019. If that first
promise had been kept, children born on PEI
using midwives would be in kindergarten
today. Sadly, we’re still waiting for that first
child to enter the world, never mind enter
the school system.

Midwifery services

Question to the Minister of Health and
Wellness: You’re the third minister I’ve
asked this question to, so please don’t fail it
as spectaCL?IarIy as your two predecessors.
When will we see midwives providing
services to Island families?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

As probably the hon. member knows, | think
he may have met our new midwifery
services lead, who began to work for us in
August. Our second midwife is actually
already hired and is scheduled to start in
December of this year, so we’re going to
stand up that team and provide midwifery
services to Island residents.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from New
Haven-Rocky Point, your first
supplementary.

P. Bevan-Baker: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Forgive me if | bring a certain amount of
skepticism to this discussion. We’ve had so
many due dates for this happy event that I’'m
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beginning to wonder if it will ever come to
full term and be delivered.

[Interjections]

Last year, the Minister of Health of the day
told this House, and I quote, “...the
positions for...midwives to practice here on
the Island...were advertised and there have
been applications from across Canada....”

That was a year ago. The minister has just
told us that we have two midwives currently
working here on Prince Edward Island, but
no midwifery services, if | take it from his
implication.

When will we see midwifery services
rovided to Island families on Prince
dward Island?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Again, the challenge in standing up this
program has been hiring, there’s no doubt.
We’re halfway there with the hirin(]:] of those
two people in our system. Especially the
second one, they have to stay with their
clients through their pregnancP/ phase, so
there is a four- or five-month lag before they
can start performing those services on PEI.

We look forward to standing up our
midwifery program.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from New
Haven-Rocky Point, your second
supplementary.

P. Bevan-Baker: We all look forward to
this program, as_Kou put it, being stood up,
minister. | feel like I’m being stood up more
times than 1 would like to be.

Midwifery is about so much more than the
birth of the baby. Midwives deal with
maternal and child health, and they provide
prenatal, delivery, and postnatal supports to
mother and child. That sort of continuity of
care is critical to the wellbeing of the child,
of the mother, and of the family. That’s
why, no doubt, the benefits of midwifery are
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widely applauded by public health, in public
health circles, and those who advocate for
improved social determinants of health.

To the same minister: Why is your
government continuing to delay access for
Island mothers to all of these benefits of
midwifery services?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Hon. M. McLane: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, and again, thank you for the
question.

It’s important to note that there are only six
baccalaureate programs of midwifery in
Canada. There’s currently some exploration
led by the University of Newfoundland in
order to look at possibly standing up those
services in Atlantic Canada. That’s a good
opportunity for us to create more midwives
in our region, so | look forward to further
discussions.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-Belvedere.

S. Dillon: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

For generations, Islanders have turned to the
pages of the Guardian, and one of the first
places that they would turn to is the
obituaries. Recently, the parent company of
the Guardian made a business decision to
move their online obituaries behind a
paywall, which is going to restrict access to
many.

Access to local obituaries

My question is to the Premier: Have you
gotten any feedback from Islanders in the
wake of this business decision?

Speaker: The hon. Premier.
Hon. D. King: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

In my four-plus years as Premier, it amazes
me the topics of conversation that you have
with Islanders when you meet them. I would
say an alarming number brought up to me
this business decision by SaltWire to not
provide free access to the obituaries.
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[2:00 p.m.]

I’m a newspaper person. That’s what I did at
the beginning of my professional career. |
love the newspaper. Islanders have a great
connection and affinity to their newspaper
and the death announcements. | worked at
the radio station when they made the
decision first to not broadcast the obituaries
on the radio and it was an Island
catastrophe, to say the least.

So, yes, it has been brought up to me a
number of times, and | guess 1 would
encourage SaltWire to understand that this is
kind of part of the Island DNA, and it’s a
very important ritual and public service that
Islanders have grown accustomed to, and |
think it would be in their best business
interest to revisit that, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-Belvedere, your first
supplementary.

S. Dillon: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| realize that it was a business decision taken
by a private business, but there is a public
impact to the readers as well.

My question is to the Premier: Would you
be prepared to write a letter as Premier to
SaltWire, asking them to revisit this
business decision and to not place their
obituary notices behind a paywall?

R. Henderson: (Indistinct) government
(Indistinct)

Speaker: The hon. Premier.

Hon. D. King: Madam Speaker, as | say,
I’m from this industry so I understand how it
has changed dramatically over the 30-plus
years since I’ve been in it. Not everyone
goes and picks up the hard copy of the
newspaﬁer anymore, certainly not to the
extent that they used to. I think all media
outlets, such as SaltWire and the Graphics,
for example, are trying to find new and
creative ways to get money for their content
that they provide so they can continue to
provide service.

| would like to try to find a way to )
encourage the conversation with SaltWire,
so if I can do that through a letter — but |
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think I would like to tread carefully. I don’t
know if the Premier of PEI or the
Government of PEI should be tQ/ing to
dictate to, particularly, independent media
how they go about their business, but if
there’s a way to work together on it, I’d be
open to that, for sure.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-Belvedere, your second
supplementary.

S. Dillon: Thank you, and thank you,
Madam Speaker.

It would seem, in relation to this business
decision, it is part of a larger trend moving
more and more essential content like public
safety and emergency notices behind
paywalls, restricting access to Islanders.

My question is to the Premier again: If this
business decision isn’t reversed, what
recourse, if any, would the province have to
register its disappointment?

Speaker: The hon. Premier.
Hon. D. King: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

One person at Crapaud rink told me we
shouldn’t advertise in the paper if they
didn’t reverse this. I don’t know if | would
like to take that approach, but I think in kind
of an offhanded comment, the Member from
O’Leary-Inverness suggested that maybe
there’s a role for government here. I know
we do advertise extensively through our
public engagement and our communications
departments with SaltWire newspapers; with
the Graphics, for example.

Look, would I be open to having a
conversation to help them as they transition,
to try to redefine their business models?
Yes. Do | want to have the Government of
PEI sponsoring the obituaries? I don’t know.
Maybe there’s a creative way to take a look
at this, but in all seriousness, there are a lot
of people who rely on those media outlets
and others for public service, et cetera. We
do a lot of extensive advertising and public
service messaging. So, is there a way to
incorporate this in? If there is, I’d be open to
the conversation. (Indistinct)

Speaker: The hon. Member from Rustico-
Emerald.
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B. Trivers: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Island fishers are still not allowed to
commercially fish mackerel. Mackerel don’t
respect international boundaries and quite
often go down into the shared waters with
the United States where US fishers are
allowed to fish mackerel. It’s not only
unfair, but it’s most likely detrimental to our
mackerel population that US fishers can
harvest mackerel while PEI fishers can’t.

Commercial mackerel fishery

A question to the Minister of Fisheries,
Tourism, Sport and Culture: Holy mackerel,
minister. What are you going to do to
address this issue?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries,
Tourism, Sport and Culture.

Hon. C. Deagle: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. I’1l try to answer that question.

[2:05 p.m.]

Yes, I understand it doesn’t quite make
sense because it’s the same stock and it
travels, obviously, in the winter, and then
the US fishes it. We’ve relayed that. [ know
the federal minister in DFO is aware of that
and I know they’re working on lobbying the
US government on aligning with us to close
that fishery as well, to make sense.

Speaker: The hon. Member from Rustico-
Emerald, your first supplementary.

B. Trivers: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Meanwhile, on the other side of the
equation, our Island fishers, like lobster
fishers, are having to import food-grade fish
to use as bait in their lobster traps and
they’re paying record prices. But our waters
here on Prince Edward Island seem to be full
of striped bass and fishers believe that the
striped bass could be used for bait, but they
also may be having a detrimental impact on
the mackerel population.

Another question to the Minister of
Fisheries, Tourism, Sport and Culture:
Minister, our mackerel are taking a striping.
What studies have you commissioned or
lobbied for to determine the impact of
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ISDtIrEI oed bass on mackerel in the waters off of

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries,
Tourism, Sport and Culture.

Hon. C. Deagle: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

We haven’t commissioned any reports. DFO
would conduct the studies on this. | believe
striped bass is currently in the cautious zone,
which means it can’t be used as a
commercial fishery. There’s a recreational
fishery, but I think DFO’s latest report they
did was in 2022 and it was still in the
cautionary zone, so it can’t be used as a
commercial fishery right now.

Speaker: The hon. Member from Rustico-
Emerald, your second supplementary.

B. Trivers: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

I’m looking for action from this minister.
We see that the striped bass recreational
fishery is thriving. The commercial fishers
I’ve spoken to, they would like to fish
striped bass. They could be used as bait.
They could be sold for consumption. | know
the minister is working with the federal
government, but let’s not take no for an
answer.

Question to Minister of Fisheries, Tourism,
Sport and Culture: Minister, are you going
to get off your recreational bass and pursue a
IcjoErp)mercial striped bass fishery here on

[Laughter]

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries,
Tourism, Sport and Culture.

Hon. C. Deagle: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Obviously, commercial fishers would like to
fish it, but if the science and DFO says that
there’s not enough fish to support that, then
we can’t just fish it until it’s all gone
because we need a healthy ecosystem. We
can’t just have lobster. There has to be a
number of species for a healthy ecosystem.
DFO has the science in 2022, their latest
report, that says it’s in the cautionary zone.
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If it’s in the cautionary zone, it can’t be
fished commercially.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-West Royalty.

G. McNeilly: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Seniors food program (further)

Question to the Minister of Social ]
Development: You did the $250,000 Seniors
Food Program in the eastern part of Prince
Edward Island. You said that you did not
spend all the money. How much did the
program cost?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social
Development and Seniors.

Hon. B. Ramsay: Thank you for that
question. I don’t have that figure.

Thank you.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-West Royalty.

G. McNeilly: If you don’t have the number,
which you said you didn’t, so you know that
it didn’t spend it, are you planning — you
mentioned about planning on using the extra
funding. is that going to be done this year?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social
Development and Seniors.

Hon. B. Ramsay: Thank you for that
question. Yes, It is.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-West Royalty.

G. McNeilly: 1t’s funny because I’'m
looking at a document here. On March 3rd,
2022, I submitted written questions on that
program, and they were due April 24"
2022, but none of them were answered. the
questions weren’t answered.

Minister, will you take a look at these
cLuestlons and make sure that you respond to
these questions within the week when | pass
them in and when | table them?
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Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social
Development and Seniors.

Hon. B. Ramsay: Thank you for that
question, Madam Speaker. | would take a
look at those questions and if | can answer
those questions, | will.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-West Royalty.

G. McNeilly: No, you have to answer these
questions because they’re about the food
program. They’re very important.

Another thing is, talking to Islanders over
the weekend too, food insecurity is very,
very important. This struck a nerve wit
seniors In our province. What they said to
me, [’m going to ask you right now.

You have money left over from that

program and you have a lot of it. Will you

distribute those — and this is coming from an

Islander — in the form of gift cards across the

ﬁrovmce to food banks and people who are
ungry?

| have a plan here. Will you look at this
plan? Will you distribute this money before
the end of 2023?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social
Development and Seniors.

[2:10 p.m.]

Hon. B. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, but we have our own plan,
member.

Thank you very much.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-West Royalty.

G. McNeilly: What is the plan?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social
Development and Seniors.

Hon. B. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

We’re still chatting about that.

Thank you.

2149

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-West Royalty.

G. McNeilly: So, you have the plan. Will
Kou table the plan that you just said that you

ave in this Legislature? Or will you have a
look at the document that I’m going to table
here today talking about the scope,
approach, process of our plan? Because
that’s all you talk about, is us not having a
plan. It’s right here.

This money needs to be spent on Islanders,
and it needs to go out to hungr?/ Islanders in
our province. Will you have a look at this,
and if it’s possible, Minister of Social
Development, will you get this money and
these food cards, or whatever we can do
with it, out to Islanders before the end of the
year?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social
Development and Seniors.

Hon. B. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I’11 look at your questions. If I can answer
them, I will}: as I’ve said. We are working on
a plan, as I’ve said, so I can’t table a plan
that’s not ready. I did say that on Friday, and
I’ll say that again today. I think we will go
with our own plan, but I will answer your
questions if | can, member.

Thank you very much.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-West Royalty, your final
question.

Hon. member.

G. McNeilly: Oh. Sorry. | was listening to
that and —

[Interjections]

G. McNeilly: The bi%plan is for us to look
at food insecurity with the most serious lens,
and for seniors who are hungry, and they’ve
come to me and talked about this. We’ve got
to do this together. That’s why we’re
participating. You know what? This is a big
1ssue. We can’t have a pilot food program —
that fails — for 16 Islanders. This has to be
provincewide.



HANSARD

PEI LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

21 NOVEMBER 2023

Minister, when is the province-wide plan —
if that’s the target — going to be released
from this government to send food across
the Island for seniors who are hungry?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social
Development and Seniors.

Hon. B. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, and thank you to the member for
that question.

The member keeps saying he’s getting calls
from seniors, and I’m Minister of Seniors.
My ﬁ)hone number is on social media every
single day, and I’m telling everybody in this
House right now that I have not received one
call from any senior. | asked the member if
he’s had calls from seniors, if he would give
me those names. | will definite(ljy contact
them, and when our plan is ready, it will be
out. [ did say it’s not going to be very long
from now.

That’s all I have for now.

Speaker: End of Question Period.

Statements by Ministers
Presenting and Receiving Petitions

Tabling of Documents

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Charlottetown-West Royalty.

G. McNeilly: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

By leave of the House, | beg leave to table
unanswered written questions that were
supposed to be answered on April 24", 2022
regarding the targeted senior meal program,
and | move, seconded by the hon. Leader of
the Opposition, that the said document be
now received and do lie on the Table.

Speaker: Shall it carry? Carried.

The hon. Member from Charlottetown-West
Royalty.

G. McNeilly: Madam Speaker, by leave of
the House, | beg leave to table a sample plan
— scope, approach, process — to distribute
surplus funding — which we now know we
don’t know how much that is, but if there is
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that there from that program — to Island

seniors for a failed Seniors’ Food Pilot

Program, and | move, seconded by the hon.

Leader of the Opposition, that the said

gl_oct:)lIJment be now received and do lie on the
able.

Speaker: Shall it carry? Carried.

The hon. Minister of Justice, Public Safety
and Attorney General.

Hon. B. Thompson: Madam Speaker, by
Command of Her Honour the Lieutenant
Governor, | beg leave to table the PEI
Human Rights Commission Annual Report
for the period ending March 31%, 2023, and |
move, seconded by the Honourable Premier,
that the said document be now received and
do lie on the Table.

Speaker: Shall it carry? Carried.
The hon. Premier.

Hon. D. King: Madam Speaker, | present
herewith a message from Her Honour, the
Honourable Antoinette Perry the Lieutenant
Governor of Prince Edward Island, which
said message is signed by Her Honour.

Speaker: Hon. members, | shall ask the
Clerk to read the message.

Hon. members, please stand while the
message is being read.

[2:15 p.m.]

Clerk: Honourable Darlene Compton
Speaker of the Leé;islative Assembly
Province House, Charlottetown
Prince Edward Island

Dear Madam Speaker:

Her Honour, the Honourable Antoinette
Perry, Lieutenant Governor of the Province
of Prince Edward Island, hereby transmits
the Estimates of Capital Revenue and
Capital Expenditure required to carry on the
public services of the Province for the fiscal
year ending March 31, 2025, and also until
the passage of the capital estimates for the
fiscal year ending March 31, 2026.

In accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution Act, 1867 and the Prince
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Edward Island Terms of Union, 1873, Her
Honour recommends the same to the
Legislative Assembly.

Commended by,

James Aiken
Clerk of the Executive Council
and Secretary to Cabinet

Honourable Antoinette Perry
Lieutenant Governor

at Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island
this 15" day of November 2023

Speaker: The hon. Premier

Hon. D. King: Madam Speaker, by
Command of Her Honour, | present
herewith the Estimates of Capital Revenue
and Capital Expenditure required to carry on
the public services of the Province for the
fiscal Kear ending March 31, 2025, and also
until the passage of the capital estimates for
the fiscal year ending March 31, 2026.

| move, seconded by the hon. Minister of
Finance, that the estimates be now received
and do lie on the Table.

Speaker: Shall it carry? Carried.
The hon. Premier.

Hon. D. King: Madam Speaker, | move,
seconded by the hon. Minister of Finance
that consideration of the Estimates of
Capital Revenue and Capital Expenditure in
Committee of the Whole House be added to
the Orders of the Day until such time as they
are despatched.

Speaker: Shall it carry? Carried.
The hon. Minister of Finance.

Hon. J. Burridge: Good afternoon.
Bonjour. ‘Kwe.

Madam Speaker, it is my honour to rise in
the House today to share the Government of
Prince Edward Island’s Capital Budget for
2024-2025.

This Budget is about reinvesting in Prince
Edward Island. It’s about appreciating our
province for all that we have and asking
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ourselves now what can we do to make our
Island even better? With some thoughtful
and intentional investments, while keeping
fiscal affordability in mind, this is our vision
of where we want to go.

This Budget I'm é)resenti_n today includes
investments of $368.8 million for 2024-
2025, with a five-year total of $1.3 billion.

Madam Speaker, with your indulgence, |
would like to share with my colleagues the
Capital Budget investments that will take
Prince Edward Island to the next level.

Transforming Health care

It’s no secret that health care is at the top of
everyone’s minds. Health care is one of the
many things that ties us together as
II_slanders. We all need it throughout our
ives.

To address the challenges of the current
system, I think we can all agree that we have
to do things differently, and that’s what our
government has been doing for quite some
time.

To give a nod to Einstein, we can’t keep
trying to do the same thing over and over
again, expecting different results. It just
won’t work. Instead, our government
focuses on being forward-thinking, creative,
adaptive, and collaborative when it comes to
health care.

Aferfect example of doing things
differently is the Mental Health and
Addictions Campus.

This ongoing investment to implement the
master plan for building a more responsive
and accessible mental health, addiction, and
substance use service for Islanders is nearing
the finish line. Design and construction
continue on the various components of the
campus project. This includes the new QEH
mental health and addictions emergency
department and short-stay unit and the new
acute care hospital and life skills centre.

Over the next four years, we will invest

$167 million into the campus, bringing one

of the biggest capital investments in our
rovince’s history to an end that will serve
slanders well into the future.
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Another project in progress is the UPEI
Medical School.

When medical students practice in our
province, we need to ensure they have not
only a place to learn, but also a place to live.
That is why our government will be
investing $17.5 million over five years to
create learning and staffing spaces at the
QEH and PCH, and a new building near the
QEH for resident accommodations and
programming.

When we talk about reimagining health care
in our province, patient medical homes will
play a key role in enabling collaborative
teamwork and providing better access to
care for Islanders.

We know this modern method is working.
We just need to keep the momentum going.

With $57 million over 5 years, we will
continue implementing patient medical
homes across PEI to improve health care
access for Islanders. Construction is
underway at sites in Summerside and
Charlottetown, with ﬂlanning underway for
a secondary site in Charlottetown, and
another in Three Rivers.

[2:20 p.m.]

When | spoke earlier about valuing and
appreciating what our province currently has
to offer, our Island hospitals and the medical
professionals who work within them
certainly deserve that recognition. They treat
patients with the utmost care each and every
daY. We need to do everything we can to not
only maintain this quality of service for
Islanders but enhance it to ensure our
hospitals serve well into the future.

With $125.5 million over five years, we are
focused on continuing improvements for
health care facilities across our province.

This includes a new KCMH in Three Rivers
and a QEH redevelopment, ventilation
upgrades at QEH and long-term care
facilities, roof replacements, and various
enhancements required to ensure that clients
and staff continue to have access to services
in safe and appropriate locations.

This investment also includes improved
building controls, and electrical and air
handling units at the QEH to ensure the
facility Is prepared for future expansions.
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These investments are also made possible by
the continued support of the hospital
foundations across the province, which
totals an estimated $31 million over five
years.

Lastly, to modernize and digitize our health
care system, we will be investing $18.3
million in technology enhancements that
will support our hospital information
systems, mental health and addictions
medical records, and long-term care
solutions for residents. This also includes
funding to support the community
pharmacies accessing electronic medical
records as part of the Pharmacy Plus PEI
program.

Addressing Housing

Now, let’s talk about another very popular
“H” word in our province these days:
housing.

We’ve said it once and we’ll say it again,
our government is committed to tackling the
housing crisis in Prince Edward Island.
We’ve demonstrated this commitment not
only through investments, but also through
actions we’ve taken since 2019, actions like
constructing 157 public affordable housing
units to support Islanders on the housing
registry; supporting home ownership
through the Down Payment Assistance
Program, Rent to Own, and the soon to
come Closing Cost Housing Program; and
providing grants to our valued developers
who are joining our efforts in confronting
the housing crisis through the Affordable
Housing Development Program, the
Housing Challenge Fund, and the HST
rebate on new rental builds that our
government announced on October 3, just
to name a few.

When times get tough, we don’t look away
and pretend it’s not an issue. Our
government has proven we can handle
challenges. Just look at the past three gears.
We’ve tackled challenges head on an
worked quickly to respond to them.

Housing is a human right. Addressing the
housing crisis needs to come from a place of
compassion. Every Islander should have a
roof over their head and a safe place to
sleep, and that’s what we’re working to do.
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But the solution isn’t simple. It takes much
effort by many people from government,
businesses, non-profit organizations, and the
list Igoes on. However, by sharing a common
goal of solving this crisis once and for all,
we’re on track to doing so.

With an investment of $12 million over five
years, we will create a 25-bed emergency
shelter in Summerside, support the
relocation of the Community Outreach
Centre in Charlottetown, and start work at
Smith Lodge to add 13 more supportive
housing beds.

With a significant investment of $176
million over five years, we will purchase or
build an additional 95 social and affordable
housing units, for a total of 560 units, which
includes developments in the Hillsborough
Park area and Malpeque Road.

And of course, it wouldn’t be right to talk
about housing without recognizing our
valued partnerships with the PEI
Construction Association, Holland College,
and our public schools.

Together, we’re working to build more
homes in communities across the province,
with an investment of $10.5 million to build
an additional 34 units, for a total of 78 units
over five years.

Modernizing Schools

We know our province’s population is
increasing at a rapid pace, and | know we all
have our concerns about how this influx is
impacting the province in variable ways, but
thoughtful planning and actionable
investments can help ease these concerns.

I’m here to remind members of this
Legislative Assembly of the positives that
come with a growing population. Our
median age continues to drop, and we have
more children and youth living on our Island
than in recent history.

[2:25 p.m.]

These young Islanders are the future of this
province. They’re our future healthcare and
construction workers, entrepreneurs,
teachers, public servants, and the list gfoes
on. Some will serve here in this Legislature
one day.
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We know investing in our young Islanders’
education today prepares us for a stronger
tomorrow.

That’s why this Capital Budget includes
$176 million over five years for school
expansions and replacements, including
Queen Charlotte Intermediate School to add
more classrooms and breakout rooms, to
initiate a building assessment of Westisle
School to determine future upgrade needs,
%nﬂ th(la completion of the Stratford High
chool.

It also includes honouring our commitment
from the 2023 election to start the planning
process for a junior high school in Stratford,
once consultations with the Public Schools
Branch are complete.

| believe we can all agree in this Legislature
that we are fortunate to have guality schools
across the province that are filled with
dedicated staff fostering positive learning
environments and helping our children reach
their full potential.

So, then the question becomes, what can we
do to make our schools even better?

We heard suggestions from our schools, and
we listened.

With $22 million over four years, we’re
pleased to introduce the new School
Revitalization Fund, delivering on yet
another commitment made in the last
election.

Working with our key stakeholders and
families of schools, this new funding will
address capital repairs and renovation needs
within our current schools to make impactful
improvements to school infrastructure that
will enhance learning conditions for students
and staff.

This Capital Budget also includes $300,000
to start a pilot program to create outdoor
learning spaces that stimulate new
educational opportunities and a greater
appreciation for our natural environment.

We’re on track to meet our commitment of
fully electrifying our bus fleet by 2030. To
do this, we will allocate $57.6 million over
five years to purchase more electric school
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buses, an increase of $6.3 million over last
year.

Revitalizing and Strengthening
Communities

Our government believes in leading by
example.

Another way we stay committed to our net
zero goals is by revitalizing our government
buildings and public housing to be more
energy efficient and environmentally
friendly. This Budget includes $22.4 million
over five years to make necessary
improvements.

When Hurricane Fiona came ripping
throu?h last year, it was a real wake-up call
for all of us. Unpredictability and climate
change seem to go hand in hand. What we
can do is be prepared for when it happens.

To be ready for what’s to come, we will
invest $7.2 million over five years in
emergency preparedness to purchase and
replace generators at government-owned
infrastructure sites and public housing
across the province.

This Budget also includes procuring the
necessary emergency equipment to support
municipal warming centres such as radios
and cots; as well as fire response vehicles
and equipment to respond to the potential
impacts of forest fires as other areas of our
country has seen in recent years.

Our prized provincial parks were also
greatly impacted by Fiona. The parks
suffered heavy tree damage and required
extensive cleanup before welcoming
Islanders and tourists back to enjoy them
this year.

We know how loved these parks are by both
Islanders and visitors. We’re pleased to
share that we’ll be making our parks even
more enjoyable by investing $10 million
over the next five years to provide new
playgrounds, boardwalks, equipment,
campsites, and renovations to washrooms
and structures. This is delivering on yet
another commitment we made to Islanders
in the last election.

And of course, it wouldn’t be a capital
budget without announcing investments in
our roads and bridges.

These investments help both Islanders and
visitors travel from tip to tip of our beautiful
province and support economic growth in
our communities.

We will invest $16.1 million, for a new total
of $256 million, to increase funding for
bridge replacements and improvements, as
well as provincial-wide paving.

Conclusion

This Capital Budget is about celebrating the
province we have today and investing in the
possibilities of Prince Edward Island
tomorrow.

[2:30 p.m.]

Our plan was developed with considerations
for government’s fiscal capacity and
sustainability at top of mind. Every
investment has been carefuIIY considered
and calculated. Each budget line serves a
purpose that directly contributes to a better
future for our province.

With an investment of $1.3 billion over the
next five years, we’re transforming our
health care, addressing our housing crisis,
modernizing our schools, and revitalizing
and strengthening our communities.

There’s so much for us to be proud of in this
province. Step b)(] step, this Budget will take
our province to the next level of where we
want to go.

Before | end things, | must take a moment to

thank everyone who has contributed to this
Budget, which of course includes the

taxpayers of Prince Edward Island. This
plan is for you, and we hope what you see in

}his Budget is a reflection of what you asked
or.

| also want to thank the many professionals
in the Department of Finance and
throughout government who are committed
to ensuring we table the responsible and
accurate Budget I have presented here today.

Madam Speaker, thank you for your
indulgence.
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Thank you. Merci. Wela'lin.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. H. Perry: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

In brief, no matter how this government tries
to spin it, today’s Capital Budget reveals a
government that has run out of ideas.

In 2023, we are facing some incredible
challenges here on Prince Edward Island.
Our population is growing far more quickly
than anyone ever expected, and the
challenges associated with that growth are
multiplying.

For that reason, | would have expected
government to begin a very serious
discussion, both internally and externally,
about the reality of these challenges. But
what do | see in this document? A lurch
towards the same old solutions that are
simply not keeping pace with the world
around us.

For example, in my view, the money
associated with housing is completely
inadequate. The pressures faced by young
Islanders hoping to buy their first home are
largely unaddressed by the plans embedded
in this Budget. Or take a look at the people
who are pressured by rents that are too high
and the costs that are gietting out of control.
These are fundamental pressures, and
government’s inability to devise a long-
range plan has never been more clear.

For the next four years — in 2024, *25-26,
’26-"27, and *27-"28 — for the next four
KlearsZ the capital spending at the PEI

ousing Corporation is supposed to drop
every year. In fact, the Housing
Corporation’s budget is supposed to fall by
$46 million over the next four years. It’s
incredible.

At this point, we are facing historic
pressures across our province. There are
thousands and thousands of people
struggling. There is nothing more important
to them than shelter. But instead of ramping
Uﬁ a massive plan to respond to these
challenges, we see a government that
attempts to paint over its housing failures by
a relatively large investment in one year,
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then sharp reductions in the years ahead.
This kind of short-term thinking is partly
how this government has begun to fail so
many.

From a more general perspective, we see a
Erowmg failure in access to health care. We

now that affordability issues are hurting
nearly every Islander. We see growing
disasters in mental health, addictions, and
homelessness. But this government’s
capacity to develop a long-range plan is
extremely limited. Instead of a vision for
change, we get a government’s response that
has clearly run of gas.

| believe our province is now in the midst of
unprecedented change. If we do not master
that change, there is so much more that we
can lose. | really wonder. | wonder whether
this government is the master of change or a
servant to outdated solutions.

Over the past few weeks, we will have the
opportunity to learn more about this Budget
when we have many, many questions. While
this government may wish to point to
outdated solutions in the time of change, |
will be looking for indications of a real
response to a period of great and growing
uncertainty. In the absence of such solutions,
we’ll do our best to offer clear alternatives.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from New
Haven-Rocky Point.

P. Bevan-Baker: Thank you so much,
Madam Speaker. | want to thank the
minister for her message.

[2:35 p.m.]

| also want to start by thanking the many
civil servants in the Department of Finance
and beyond, actually, across government,
who have worked very hard over the past
weeks and months to develop this Budget.
It’s an incredible amount of work to do that.
In my experience, the quality of that work
amongst civil servants Is extremely higher.

Unfortunately, I cannot say the same about
the work of this government and what it
does to actually implement the many
promises that we find in these budgets.
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Provincial budgets cannot and should not be
drafted without proper understanding of the
communities and the people they serve. Our
Island community is growing at an
increasing rate, and this Budget should
absolutely take that into account.

It’s very, very difficult to know if any
budget, includin% this one, is putting the
Island on the right path without actually
understanding the challenges and the
benefits. The minister mentioned that, and
indeed there are many benefits that come
ann%wnh our growing population, but there
are challenges, too.

Unfortunately, this government has failed to
produce anything resembling a population
growth strategy, and without that, we
continue to grow at a rapid pace with
seemingly no plan for how we are building
and supporting all Islanders, new and old.

The one thing we do know, of course, is that
we are indee ?rowing, which means that
we need to build. We need to build housing.
We need to build health care infrastructure.
We need to buy buildings and land in order
to protect their use and their value. We need
a lot of action, and that action has to be
prioritized, because government has been so
active for so long that we’re now forced to

play catch-up.

But playing catch-up is not good enough for
Islanders. Islanders deserve a government
that can look five, 10, 15, 50 years down the
road and build for the future. It’s simply
unthinkable that this government, anéj
governments before it, have so consistently
and so utterly failed Islanders in this regard.

I want to look at this Budget and see record
spending in many areas, and to feel hopeful.
| really do. But unfortunately, | cannot. This
government has spent the last four years
underspending and underprioritizing the
most important aspects of the budget for
Islanders; again, things like housing, health
care, education, protecting farmland for
future generations. All of these things have
been sorely ignored and under-actioned.

I’ve now spent the last four years listening
to items in a budget be announced and re-
announced and re-announced again, and re-
announced again, again, like the dental
program, or midwifery, or the primary
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caregiver grant. | suppose in relative terms,
though, those are the lucky initiatives that
haven’t completely faded away and
disappeared, like the land bank, or the new
mental health hospital.

It’s undeniable that commitments made in
previous budgets have not always
materialized as promised. This lack of
follow-through not only undermines public
trust, but it also hampers the effective
execution of crucial projects that are vital to
the development of our communities. As |
mentioned previously, our population is
growing at a rapid pace, and government
must keep up with that pace, with services
and with infrastructure to serve all Islanders.

Sadly, unless it’s something that this
government or its ministers identify as a pet

roject or a legacy project, the need is often
eft unmet, and Islanders are abandoned. It
seems as if they have to actually ﬁlan for it,
or to do some hard work. If they have to do
that, well, forget it, it seems to be beyond
their ability. That’s terribly sad for Islanders.
Not to mention, there’s probably no political
points for them to score there.

Let’s be clear, most of the promises made in
this Budget won’t even break ground before
the next capital budget is tabled. It’s really
important that we remember that. So, while
the proposed Capital Budget may appear
promising on the surface, the history of
unmet promises, year after year after year,
raises Iegltlmate doubts on this side of the
House about your ability to implement it.

The pattern of announcements followed by
delays or partial execution has become all
too familiar. The lack of any population
strategy to accompany this Budget makes
me fear that we are growing with no real
plan for Islanders.

Let’s talk about budget promises. One
would think that if you’re actually putting
money in the Budget for some program or
some project that 1t would be a sure thing,
but over and over and over, this government
has proven that that is not the case. The list
of initiatives that this government promised
and failed to deliver continues to grow.

[2:40 p.m.]

Here are some examples:
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Making substantial progress on the
construction of the mental health campus,
especially the Hillsborough Hospital
replacement: fail;

Adding air conditioning units for all patient
areas and rooms of the existing Hillsborough
Hospital: fail,

Replacing the Summerside Harbourside
Medical Centre building: that didn’t happen;

Repairing or replacing the Kings County
Hospital: don’t see that happening;

Improving ventilation in Island schools —
critical, especially those without mechanical
ventilation: hasn’t happened,;

Last but least by any means, building public
and affordable housing units to keep up with
our growing population: massive fail.

This latest Budget holds few surprises.
Government is well aware of the areas that it
needs to improve. They’re the same as they
were last year and the year before and the
¥ear before that. Unfortunately, you’ll also
ind that their number one priority, or at
least their most costly priority, remains that
age-old political promise of paving roads.

Paving is the still the number one spending
capital priority of this government. This
Budget plans to spend $250 million over the
next five years on highways and bridges. On
top of that, this government has consistentl
underestimated and overspent in this area.
represent a rural district.

Of course, I understand how important
paving is and the maintenance of all of our
roads. However, all this government has
done is given Islanders smooth roads to
drive on with nowhere to go. Those roads
don’t lead to a family doctor’s office for
many, many Islanders. Those roads don’t
lead to acute mental health services for them
or their loves ones. Those roads don’t lead
to stores where they can actually afford to
buy what they need. Those roads sometimes
don’t even lead to a place where Islanders
can call home.

The next big-ticket items — education,
housing, and health care — are unfortunately
all areas in which this government
consistently underspends. Although the
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increase in funding is positive on paper, and
| welcome it, we see year over year after

ear that this government fails to spend a
arge portion of these funds. Just based on
last year’s budget, this government
underspent — underspent — $30 million in
these three areas. Overspent roads $30
million; underspent in all these areas $30
million. So, what gives Islanders hope that
these new, shiny increases will actually be
spent?

The issue of underspending and poorly
managed funds does not seem to translate to
paving. The Department of Transportation
and Infrastructure, as | just said, overspent
$30 million last year; $30 million
underspent on housing, health care, and
education, $30 million overspent on paving.
If this government prioritized students, if it
prioritized homes, If it prioritized health care
for all Islanders, those numbers would be
reversed. It’s a shocking shame.

Government will tell ?/ou that building the
mental health hospital and housing units
takes time and it’s difficult and that we are
understaffed in our construction industry. |
understand, of course, that we are
challenged and understaffed in plenty of
areas, but that’s why it’s up to government
even more than ever to prioritize the areas
that get attention.

I will not accept that the hospital or many
new affordable housing units cannot be
built. I drive by a new medical school that is
well on its way after just being announced
two years ago and breaking ground this year.
Shovels had no time getting into the ground
for that puppy. That’s what government
construction Yooks like when it is prioritized.
That building could be a mental health
hospital. That building could be providing
housing for Islanders and continue to
provide services that Islanders so
desperately need.

I guess if it’s not the Premier’s legacy
project like the medical school, it simply is
not a priority. Shame on this government.

The only reason we have to have such a big
spend on housing in this Budget is because
for so many years, this government and its
predecessors have failed to invest in housing
here on Prince Edward Island. Don’t pat
yourselves on the back. This is only starting
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to make up for years and years of inaction
and outright negligence. This negligence has
cost Islanders dearly and continues to cost
Islanders dearly. Looking at the timidness of
this Budget, it will continue to cost them
dearly for some time to come.

[2:45 p.m.]

Tenants and homeowners alike are suffering.
Vacancy rates continue to drop. Now we’re
in a situation where we need to protect
renters because an eviction could mean
homelessness. Homeowners or aspiring
homeowners are also struggling. Vacancy
rates on PEI pushed the housing prices to
record levels recently, and now with interest
rates climbing, many homeowners have the
looming reality that their mortgage
ﬁayments will be going up by hundreds and

undreds of dollars. Those who want to
become homeowners have little hope. Prices
are high, interest rates are high, and the
number of options is low.

This is the government that has activeI?/
contributed to the housing crisis by failing to
act: failing to act on a rental registry, failing
to act on essential repairs and maintenance
of the properties that they own and run,
failing to act on the critical need for
emergency shelters and transitional housing,
failing to act on homelessness, failing to
build public housing. Simply failing to act
on the most critical Issue facing Islanders
today.

| have been calling this out for years that we
need an aggressive population strate%y with
an associated plan for housing, health care,
and education. If we have an aggressive
population strategy without those plans, it’s
a recipe for disaster. The time to act was five
or 10 or 15 years ago, but the second-best
time to act, of course, is now.

This government has consistently
underspent the budgeted amount for housing
in most of the last fiscal years. In fact,
today’s Capital Budget forecasts significant
underspending on housing construction in
’23-24. Again, we’ve all heard the excuses
related to the workforce. Don’t get me
wrong; our construction workforce is
wonderful and they’re doing everything they
can. But I implore Islanders to look around
at what’s been built, and you’ll see where
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the priorities of this government actually lie.
They’re not with the needs of Islanders.

This is not to say that we don’t need to
address the construction workforce
challenges. Of course, we do. Over the next
five to 10 years, we need to build more
housing than we could possibly accomplish,
even if the government did prioritize it.

But here’s the thing. Here’s the thing.
Building isn’t the only option that we have
to address the housing crisis. The Capital
Budget could include investments for
existing housing acquisition, immediate
improvement, expansion in the housing
market, which would open up access to
federal funding programs that we have not
yet tapped.

This government can and should be
Ieveragln(g: federal housing programs,
Housing Corp assets, and regulatory changes
to do several things: buy existing multi-unit
properties, like the Charlottetown long-term
rental properties currently being sold as
condos; convert commercial space to
residential; support modular homes, prefabs,
and tiny homes; purchase existing rental
properties as they come on the market;
provide co-operative housing options.
There’s so much this government could be
doing and has not done and is not doing.

So, yes, government will boast that it plans
to start, complete, or initiate — initiate, I'm
not even sure what that means — 560 housing
units over the next five years. Sure, that
sounds good at first blush, but the reality is
that we all know we need to build over
2,000 new housing units every year just to
keep up with our growing population. So,
forgive me if I hold my applause for this so-
called bold plan that will build a measly 5
percent of the housing Islanders desperately
need over the next few years.

How could we possibly forget the infamous
shovels in the ground on day one that the
Premier promised for our mental health
hospital? I’'m not sure if [ know a statement
that has haunted a political leader more.

Unfortunately, the trend on announcing key
health care initiatives with zero follow-
through has become a real problem for this
government. For the fifth straight year in a
row, we have millions invested in mental
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health capital. Perhaps we should finall)(]
find it comforting that this government has
stopped pretending and didn’t even include
the hospital in their last platform or any
mental health and addiction priorities in the
most recent ministerial mandate letters.

Year after year, this government has failed
Islanders by failing to deliver on these
crucial health projects. Government says
that health care is a top priority, but let’s be
clear: when your actions fall short for
Islanders struggling every day to get care
and for health care workers feeling burnt out
and disrespected while keeping the system
together, it’s little more than another story.

[2:50 p.m.]

We don’t underspend on pavement or fail to
complete road projects. In health care, if it
was a priority for this government, we
wouldn’t have just last week considered
where recruited health care workers were
coming from. Where are they goin